CHAPTER XIII
VILLAGE  AMUSEMENTS
THE inhabitants of an Indian village work patiently
and without haste from sunrise to sunset, asking
for no eight-hour day or weekly half-holiday. The
deliberation with which they undertake their tasks
and their inert method of labouring is apt to irri-
tate a stranger, accustomed to the strenuousness of
the West. Hustle is unknown in the East " Haste
is of the devil; only bad men run/5 says the Oriental
The hours of labour depend entirely on the sun.
There is not the same variation in its rising and
setting as in the West, and no necessity arises for
using artificial light. After the midday meal,
when the sun is at its zenith, all nature rests in
the tropics. It is called "black man's holiday,"
a holiday that is not despised by the European
himself, although he does not keep such long
hours in his office as the villager keeps in his field
or workshop.
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